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dedication to a Religious.life. That was the
Australia's second home grown order, the

Something of the uniqr"re Christian qr,rali YMa

of the Order of St. Joseph,
e Good Samaritan

inherited frorn
her Gaelic Highland Scottish'backgr to nd difficulty,



clespite.hory-d^II things seetned, was to her a normal response, The 4 first born daughter\,
Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald, was born in 1842 at Fitzroy, Victoria. Sie t\

developed on Australian soil, with an inherited and unswerving Catholic background. , \'

It was as a governess to her c!uSins
aS appo

1860 that Mary acquired her first
teaching skills 1863 she w tional school at Portland. It was in
1867 that opened the first Convent-cottage in Gro te St, Adelaide a
school. In
at Yankalilla. M

am
' f:$

ary
e year Mary took preli
took final vows on December 8th,1859 and headed

minary vows, and opened the
for Qu

at Penol.r station in
inted to a denomina

eensland
Opposition to the Sisters of St, Joseph grew, some of it from the orders refusai to accept
Government grants for education, such was there determination to be indepe ndent in horv,
and who, they taught

The world fell upon Sister Mary in1877, when a bitter Bishop proclaimed her
excommunicated
. This was lifted a year later and Sister Mary went to Rome in 1873 for an audience with
Pope Pius IX. In 1875 the ccihstitution of the order of the Institute of St. Joseph was accepted
and Mary elected SuperionGend,ral.

By 1880.eight foundatio.,r;oilt-u Qi,iler were made in Sydney and the Sistdrs were invited to
Armidale' in 1883. (they.year Jbsepffftes came to Swan nay) Mother Mary *ur ug-oi" n";G'"
trouble with the Australi'an hierarchy and was ordered to leave Adelaide. nom"e supported
Sister Mary in 7887, and refused approval of decrees asserting Diocesan control. fhe bisters ; )
cornmenced duties at Northatnpton, Western Australia. ThJmove to WA meant Mary V
MacKillop's Sisters had now served in five states.

A decree from Rome in 1888 constituted the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart as an
approved Regular Congregation with a lv[other House in Sydney. Diocesan congregatiohs
lvere to be distinct frotn that Order and they were to make some alterations in theii habit
and Rule' 

i i;:'-;',

Mother Mary was elected Assistant General in 1889, but in 1891 her health began to fail,:.,
Nevertheless in 1899 she was again elected Superior General. She suffered a itroke in L902
and died in Sydney in 1909.

S

first schooi at Wood
Francis Ross. Girls w6re, Khth,le en
Ronan. The first school was a'site.nea
the Church across the street. The se

nd,brought to life a

firrst cguntry school

1915 until, 1.976. Ten pupils to attend the
hn Boland, Charles and Cecil Birney and
een Bola'nd, Iris Gray and Violet and Lily

Station in Bank St, with an overflow into
ol, on its present site couunenced in 1933

all the usable material was moved by
A little story of Bill McCorrnacks' is worth the

It seems Mother Moiy of the Cross had many qualities to promote her cause for
bea,tification that coqJrnenced in I,?iZ:6,

Perhaps to the typical Australian the fact to grab us is that here was a person prepared to
stake everything on the very Australian agd.Christian precept of "a fiir go".

The Josephi tes second and Iongest ish of Coraki commenced in 1,914. They
conducted,Catho licr' edu

J
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Old timers, who were boys, when the
duties. They became very adept at ex
Swan Bay chu5ch, Maybe it started so

g project took place, told tales of extra curricula
nails from planks, these planks from the oldob

the way to the trade of carpentry

When the Swan Bay Chr"rrch was d
voluntary equine horsepolver in cart
telling.
Father Duggan was tire boss architect, clerk

-L,;;.

o f works, overseer, and an Irishrnan with at



Maybe the voluntary hahliers were given a little Inole au fer' hat incident.t

The Sisters of St. Joseph hare of ffoMing. It was not.fnly at Swan Bathat troubles occurred Ih-e 1954 flood sd.w the Sistbrs as guests of Mr &
v

"School Hill", where th tn-e flood helping to care for a nurnbbr
Tayior on

Sisters at Wardell enlis te
ents.;

Duck" to establish that the Nuns af Woodburn were
OK. Following thar flo.ild_ was raised to a height of exirected s"afbly.'
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1951 Srs Editha Larkin, Agnes Francis. er

1

7952 Srs, Antonius:Abbott, Juith M R. Rega,n. (Pos tualant)
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,,/1954

Srs. Antonius Abbott, Joseph Cannel Coughlan, Hilarinus Pierce
Srs. Antonius Abbott, Maris Morris, Patrick Enright

1955 Srs. Patricia {Andrew} Clementi'Ma,ris Morris, Catherine'{Alberta} Corkill
7956 Srs. Patricia {Andrew} Clement, Maris Morris, Fidelis MeAnes Pie
7957 Srs. Patricia {Andrew} Clement, Maris Morris, C ert) Thom

Celine) Marie
Celine) O'Neill, Mary {C

at\efne,{Rob
O(Neill,iPaul1958 Srs, P

7959 Srs. P
a

Iqs
Jos

{An
a

drew) Clement, Rosalie {

drew) Clement, Rosalie { ooRan
7960
7960
7962
1,963

7964

Srs.
Srs.
Srs.
Srs.
Srs.

tricia {Andrerv} Clernent, Rosalie {Celine} O'Neill, Macarten oole
ephine Mitchell, Leonie Maguire, Macarten O'Toole
ep-.r.r-ine Mitchell, Jerorne Starr, Micha eli

Jerome Starr, Loretto
Jerome Starr, Marie Therese {Eugenia} Harrison

1965 - 67 Srs. Jerome Starr, Therese Agnes Hynes
1958 Srs. Therese Agnes Hynes, Rita Sheedy
1,969 Srs. Therese Agnes Hynes, Dorothy Starr, Geraldine {Romuald} Gairns
1970 Srs. Therese Agnes Hynes, Teresa {Cyril} Keane, Mary"{Alpponsus} Dennehy, Margaret

{Antonita}Harnett t ,'n,.4 \
.197T: Srs. Therese Agnes Hynes, Margaret {Antonita}Harngt't,"M.gtry'Agnes {Everilda} Ryan

!7972.$rs. Noelene Nelson, Margaret {Antonita}Harnett "- .ii' \
" !.973, Srs. Josehpa Walters, Anne Mq5tin

1,974' Srs. Josehpa Walters, Antoinette Walsh, Paula Nickle, Elaine Walkerq975..lrs. Antoinette Walsh, Anne Gabriel Love, Paula Nickle, Elaine Walker
976,: Srs. Antoinette Walsh, Kaylyn Taylor, Paula Nickle, Elaine Walker

{Frorn 1,974-7976, Sisters Paula Nickle and Elaine Walker conducted a Motor Mission within
the district, working with families and children in preparation for the sacraments,)

, Wtten the order left Woodburn in1976 afler 62 years of continuous service, there was much

il, sddfie,p.s. How ever the above Nuns had achieved a remarkable service to thc persons to
i cirne'within their touch, and these would have been far more numerous than the Sisters

could calculate. The Sisters remained, and rernain true to their tougllguidelines
pronounced by their foundress, To conclude let us use an extract from Mary MacKillop's
letters.
"The true Sister of St. Joseph should never think of herself, her tastes, her spiritual
conveniences, etc, but go where obedience calls her, and she should never think she has thre

true spirit of her vocation were she to find herself attached to place, person or.
circumstances". l.r:,,.''E ''$i I

rtv The Parish of Coraki thanks, and'prays for,
THE SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH.
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