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Australia's second home g‘rown order - Samaritan.

"af'-TKill‘cf)p"Was probably inherited from
and-hardship and difficulty,

Something of the unique Christian quz
her Gaelic,Highland Scottishbackgr



. despite how dark things seemed, was to her a normal response. The 4 first born daughter \3
Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald, was born in 1842 at Fitzroy, Victoria. She \

developed on Australian soil, with an inherited and unswerving Catholic background. « %
B . . . V"\

It was as a governess to her chugins at Penola station in 1860 that Mary acquired her first 5
teaching skills..In 1863 she was appointed to a denominational school at Portland. It was in ‘
1867 that Mag opened the first Convent-cottage in Grote St, Adelaide and brsught to life a
school. In that saime year Mary took preliminary vows, and opened the first country school

at Yankalilla. Mary took final vows on December 8th,1869 and headed for Q_ueé‘f}slan,d.
Opposition to the Sisters of St. Joseph grew, some of it from the orders refusal to accept
‘Government grants for education, such was there determination to be independent in how,
and who, they taught. '

The world fell upon Sister Mary in 1871, when a bitter Bishop proclaimed her
excommunicated : :

- This was lifted a year later and Sister Mary went to Rome in 1873 for an audience with

o,

Pope Pius IX. In 1875 the c,o@st ution of the order of the Institute of St. Joseph was acceptéd
and Mary elected Superio 1. L

By 1880 eight foundations®
Armidale. In 1883 (they year-Josep
trouble with the Australian hierar
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MacKillop's Sisters had now served

e to Swan Bay) Mother Mary was again
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of decrees asserting Diocesan control. The Si
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A decree from Rome in 1888 constituted the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart as an
approved Regular Congregation with a Mother House in Sydney. Diocesan congregations
were to be distinct from that Order and they were to make some alterations in their habit
and Rule. . ‘ : ' . : :

Mother Mary was’félec‘t':‘éd Assistant Gen
Nevertheless in 1899 she was again elec
and died in Sydney in 1909. -

It seems Mother Mary of th oss had many qualities to promote her cause for
beatification that congr ’

e fact torgrab us is that here was a person prepared to. Yy
an and.Christian precept of "a fair go".
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Way of heavy loads.
he )ob and; 1rnmed1ately saw the part loaded

0'be sure'l could pull it mysye_f’

t '.'.d at Father Te had'been taught respect for the cloth §

‘our dould Huh:. He procoeded to back the dray to. where there

shafts and {00k out the horse. e S

"The loads ready for you Father".
Maybe the voluntary hauhers were glven"

The Sisters of St. Joseph.had more than a fam*share ffff],obdmg Tty
that troubles occurred. The.1954 flood saw the Sisters as guests of Mr & Mrs Barry Taylor on
"School Hill", where they""p‘ He flood helpmg to care for a n:-umber of sick patientss
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